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What Do We Want for Students?

• The skills, knowledge, and habits of mind to act 
as adaptive, independent problem solvers and 
effective communicators 

• The ability to go into any situation and produce a 
text that works for that situation



“It’s very important to preface any how-to on plant 
care by saying that there are lots of ways to 
succeed. The usual rules are of the mind-set that 
there’s a proper way to do this or that. But if you are 
the kind of person who can figure out how a system 
works, and then experiment within it, you can 
succeed.”  

—Darryl Cheng (“Can This Houseplant Be Saved?”) 



Figuring Out How a System Works

“It’s been hard to figure out how to even start because 
I don’t want to answer it incorrectly and have to redo it. 
I’m still kind of testing the waters and feeling my way. 
I’m not going to lie; at times I felt a little lost.” 

—Student reflection on responding to a new rhetorical situation



Big Ideas
• The more choices students make as writers, 

the more rhetorical knowledge they build. 

• Rhetorical knowledge helps students 
compose diverse texts across diverse contexts. 

• Reading and composing rhetorically prepares 
students to transfer learning to new situations.





Choosing Art for Your Home





Please share in the chat.

Which work of art would you choose?  

What purpose would this work serve in the space? 

What was your criteria for selecting an image?



What do we learn about audience, context, 
and purpose from shopping for art?

Please share in the chat.



Transfer Across Contexts



Choosing a Painting for a 
Hospital Waiting Room

• What purpose should the painting serve in this 
setting? 

• What do visitors to hospitals have in common? 
How might they differ?  

• How do people feel when they visit a hospital?





Real-World Example



Creating a Painting for a 
Natividad Hospital in Salinas, CA

• What purpose should the painting serve in this 
setting? 

• What do visitors to Natividad have in common? 
How might they differ? 



“We choose colors according to color psychology. In 
the waiting area for surgery patients, it’s calming 
colors like greens and blues.”



Interview with  
Artist Enid Ryce

• What’s your purpose for this piece? 

• How do you see this work functioning in this 
space? 

• What problem or need do you see this artwork 
addressing?



Fog by Enid Ryce (2021)



Process = Process

=



Rhetorical Decision Making

• Analyze the rhetorical situation. 

• Discover the best available means of 
communication. 

• Make choices about audience, purpose, 
genre, language, structure, etc.



“Doing Things with Texts”

“By rhetoric, I mean doing things with texts
—increasingly multimodal texts…this 

involves self-consciously working with texts 
of all kinds to create effects in and on the 

world” (Green 176).



Rhetoric as Meta-Discipline

“[Rhetoric’s] horizon was nothing less than the 
field of discursive practices in society as a 

whole, and its particular interest lay in 
grasping such practices as forms of power 

and performance” (Eagleton 205).



Discursive Practices



Student Activity
Choose a work of art you would like to feature on a blog, e-zine, or 
YouTube channel you are developing for your peers.  

• What kind of content are you interested in creating? What are 
some successful models of this type of media that inspire you?  

• Who is your target audience? What are the characteristics and 
priorities of the audience who would be interested in your 
content?  

• What kind of feelings or ideas would you like your artwork to 
convey? To what extent does this artwork contribute to the 
image of yourself you wish to present to your readers or 
viewers?



Teaching for Transfer

“The ability to transfer understanding 
to new situations is a hallmark of 
expertise in any field” (Stern et al. 8) 



Cultivating Expert Learners
NOVICE:

• Depends on rules and 
formulas 

• Substitutes easier tasks for 
more complex ones 

• Needs step-by-step 
instructions 

• Uses mimicry as a coping 
strategy

EXPERT:

• Retrieves learning relevant to a 
particular task or context 

• Draws on deep procedural 
and conceptual knowledge to 
respond to unfamiliar 
situations 

• Practices independent 
problem solving 

• Adapts and transforms 
learning for new purposes



Transferring Learning Across 
Multiple Contexts & Modalities

Experts… 

• Retrieve learning relevant to a particular context 

• Practice independent problem solving 

• Adapt and transform learning for new purposes



Iterative Nature of Teaching 
for Transfer

“The act of connecting 
and transferring our 
understanding of 
concepts to new situations 
serves as a way to 
practice and apply what 
we’ve learned over 
time” (Stern et al. 236).



Analyzing the Rhetorical 
Situation Across Contexts



Transfer Across Contexts



Transfer Across Contexts



Writing for a Student Journal



• Revise one of your earlier pieces of writing from this class for 
submission to the CSUMB student journal Writing Waves. 

• Begin by carefully considering your rhetorical situation, including the 
audience and purpose of the journal and the genres it publishes. Think, 
too, about the question at issue you'd like to address and what makes 
this topic timely and important right now. Then choose one of your 
previous compositions to repurpose for this new rhetorical situation. 

• Consider the form of writing most appropriate to your audience and 
purpose. Make changes needed for publication. 

• Finally, carefully review the submission and formatting guidelines 
from Writing Waves to ensure your submission is ready for consideration 
by the journal's editors. 

Submission to Writing Waves



Transfer Across Contexts



Writing for a Student Journal

• What purpose should the composition serve in 
this context? 

• Who are the readers of this journal? What are 
their concerns and interests? 

• What do they already know about this topic?





“…this was my first published piece. It has raised my 
confidence in regards sharing my ideas in front of a 
bigger audience. I have learned a lot in every single 
revision of this piece. I have written 15 poems before 
these paired poems but the recognition I got for this 
piece is mind-blowing and remarkable. I’m also 
thinking to write a poem on COVID during the summer.” 

                   —Navreen Kaur (student author)



• Draw on deep procedural and conceptual 
knowledge to respond to unfamiliar situations 

• Practice independent problem solving

Experts…



• What rhetorical concepts do we want 
students to understand? 

• What inquiry and writing processes are we 
trying to teach?

Scaffold the Process,  
Not the Product



Approaches to Scaffolding
PRODUCT-BASED:

• Focuses on the surface 
features of the product 

• Prioritizes form over principle 
or function 

• Trains students to replicate a 
predetermined form 

• Values efficiency and 
uniformity

PROCESS-BASED:

• Supports authentic inquiry

• Models the practices of 
experts 

• Guides students in making 
principled choices about 
process and product 

• Values autonomy and creative 
problem solving













Developing Genre Awareness

A genre is a typified response to a 
“recurrent rhetorical situation” (Miller 155).



Scaffolding Genre Analysis

• What do you want to do? 

• What’s the best way to do that? Why? 

• What models can you study?



Making Choices about Genre
• Email 

• Phone Call 

• Op-Ed Letter 

• Tweet 

• Petition 

• Position Statement



Genre Choice: Email
During these times it seems like our government won’t pay 
attention to the cost of college. I want to send a letter to 
Sacramento asking for student debt to be taken in 
consideration in California. I’ll explain the negative impact 
student loans and lack of affordability have on college 
degree completion and life after college for those who do 
graduate. My hope is for them to fight for students. I have 
yet to find a mentor text that satisfy the point I am trying 
to achieve. I’d organize the letter or email as formal as I 
can, making sure that there is absolutely no errors 
whatsoever. My language choice would be heavy, highly 
complex in order to persuade the reader the importance of 
the topic. 



Finding Mentor Texts
“Mentor texts enable independence as, over time, students 
are able to find and use the inspiration and craft elements 
found in the sentences and pages of their favorite 
writers” (Marchetti and O’Dell 3). 



Scaffolding Genre Analysis
Create a list of 4-6 titles of mentor texts that are examples 
of the genre you are analyzing. For each mentor text, place 
a check mark in the box for each genre feature that is a 
characteristic of that text.  

Mark all that apply. 





Scaffolding Genre Analysis

• Rhetorical and Literary Devices 

• Language Choices 

• Organization 

• Special Features 

• Context and Community 

• Medium



Big Ideas
• The more choices students make as writers, 

the more rhetorical knowledge they build. 

• Rhetorical knowledge helps students 
compose diverse texts across diverse contexts. 

• Reading and composing rhetorically prepares 
students to transfer learning to new situations.



Q & A



Writing Rhetorically
• inquiry, invention, & rhetorical thinking 

• writing for transfer 

• paraphrasing, summary, synthesis, & 
citation skills 

• research skills and processes 

• evidence-based reasoning 

• rhetorical decision making 





https://page.stenhouse.com/teaching_lit_rhetorically_pdfs
https://page.stenhouse.com/teaching_argument-pdf
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The Takeaway

Rhetorical knowledge empowers students to 
enact their own process and make their own 
choices as they read, compose, and think 
across contexts.
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