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What Do We Want for Students?

• The skills, knowledge, and habits of mind to act 
as adaptive, independent problem solvers and 
effective communicators 

• The ability to go into any situation and produce a 
text that works for that situation

WR page XVIII



What Do Students Want for 
Themselves?

• Relevance 

• Interest 

• Authenticity 

• Purpose 

• Connections



“our use of past learning when learning something new 
and the application of that learning to both similar and 
new situations” 

—Educational psychologist Robert E. Haskell 

What is transfer of learning?



“Learn Here, Use There”



Comparing & Contrasting 
Contexts



“You have to read well enough to 
see what people are really 

discussing, what the real issues 
are. You need to understand what 
has already been written to decide 

intelligently what you can 
contribute” (4-5).

Charles Bazerman, 

Professor of Education 



Imagine you enter a parlor…

When you arrive, others have long preceded you, and they are 
engaged in a heated discussion, a discussion too heated for them to 
pause and tell you exactly what it is about…You listen for a while, 
until you decide that you have caught the tenor of the argument; then 
you put in your oar” (Burke 111).



What do you listen for?
• Key questions & issues 

• Common ground 

• Leading voices 

• Language Conventions 

• Needs and goals 

• Agreements & disagreements 

• Belief systems & values 

• Social dynamics 

• Expertise & experience 

• Background



Mridula Mascarenhas, 
Professor of Rhetoric  

and Communication Ethics

“Rhetoric is the study of 
how the meanings we 

make influence the 
actions we take.”



Rhetorical Concepts
• Audience 

• Purpose 

• Genre 

• Exigence 

• Context



The Rhetorical Situation



Developing Conceptual Knowledge
“Teaching our writing students to examine rhetorical 
situations as sets of interacting influences from which 
rhetoric arises, and which rhetoric in turn influences, is 
therefore one of the more important things we can do.”  
“Writers who know how to analyze these situations…have 
a stronger basis for making composing decisions and 
are better able, as readers, to understand the decisions 
other writers have made.” (Grant-Davie)



Example: Kairos and the Rhetorical Situation



Quantitative & Qualitative Time
Chronos

• Amount of time 

• Duration of time 

• Age 

• Period 

• Rate 

Kairos

• Character of time 

• Quality of time 

• Circumstances 

• Significance 

• Opportunity



Making the Most of the Opportune Moment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NN3gsSf-Ys


“I remember [broadcast producer] Don Mischer said, 
‘Put me on the phone with Prince.' Don says, ‘Now, I 
want you to know it's raining.' And Prince is like, 'Yes, 
it's raining.' [Don said], ‘And are you okay?' and 
Prince is like, 'Can you make it rain harder?""  
-Bruce Rodgers, production designer of the Super 
Bowl XLI Halftime Show 



“The Night Prince Walked on 
Water” by Hanif Abdurraqib



From “The Night Prince Walked on Water”  
by Hanif Abdurraqib

Prince is gone now, and nothing seems fair. He seemed magic 
and permanent—the one who would outlive each of us, floating 
on immortality as a small gift for what he'd given for so long. 
Prince didn't just arrive one time, but many. His career was that 
of endless arrivals and re-arrivals, and so it makes sense, 
upon the news of his death, that he would once again 
return. That seems unlikely as I write this now, reminiscing on 
another moment where he arrived, several times in one night, 
to deliver a show inside of a show. To, once again, eclipse 
something seemingly greater than himself. 



There are times when the night pushes 
against the clock and time slows down; 
when you lock eyes across the room with 
someone who you think you could love. 
When a football is thrown down a field and 
into an end zone where a mass of bodies 
await its descent. When Prince leans into 
a microphone and generously asks, “Can I 
play this guitar?” as if there could be 
anything other than one million affirmative 
answers. A sheet blowing up from the front 
of the stage until Prince is only a silhouette 
making beautiful noise. There is no 
moment like this one in any other 
halftime show, before it or since.



Connecting Concepts
• How are kairos and exigence similar? How are they 

different? 

• How does exigence affect kairos? 

• What impact does timing have on persuasion? 

• How do the “right words” and the “right time” interact? 

• What do kairos and transfer have in common?                                    
(adapted from Learning That Transfers, page 15)





Analyzing Contexts
• Time  

• Place  

• People 

• Issues 

• Events



“Aftermaths” by Tommy Orange





“Transfer means that the learner acquires 
knowledge and skills in one setting and 
carries them over to other settings that may 
be very different [...]” (Perkins 111).

Comparing & 
Contrasting Texts & 

Contexts





The pandemic has seen a wave of nostalgia among 
people reminiscing about happier times. But the past two years have 
been such a whirlwind that some are already feeling nostalgic for the 
early days of quarantine—it’s actually been a subculture on TikTok for 
a while. 

The trend seemed to have reared its head as early as October 2020, 
when many were still adjusting to the new normal and feared that 
COVID-19 restrictions wouldn’t ease up. But the nostalgia 
persisted, experiencing a revival in March (a year after initial 
lockdowns), and still pops up in corners of the internet today as 
people try to process complex emotions linked to pandemic life. Viral 
songs, in particular, have become wormholes for people to relive that 
time of their lives.



The collective moods of early 2020 were unique, Korsten told VICE. 
While much of the world was mired in grief and uncertainty, some had 
more positive experiences with quarantine as they stripped down social 
activities and spent more time with their hobbies or loved ones at 
home.  

“As such, listening to popular ‘peak lockdown’ songs can bring back 
the unique mix of moods during this period,” Korsten said. 

In September, The Atlantic reported that the pandemic might have 
engendered something called anticipatory nostalgia, described as “the 
feeling of missing the present before it has even passed.” Since people 
know that they’re in the middle of a big historical and cultural moment, 
they are actively documenting the milieu through the lens of how it 
would be remembered.



Sourced-Based  
Argument Writing

Develop and support a written argument on the emotional 
impact of living through a global pandemic. Consider your 
own experience, as well as the trends and issues described 
by the sources you read.

• “On TikTok People Are Already 
Nostalgic for 2020” by Koh Ewe 

• “Aftermaths” by Tommy Orange 

• Intimations by Zadie Smith



Analyzing Sources
• What type of source is this? 

• Who authored/created it? When was it created? 

• Why was it created? Who was the intended audience? 

• What point of view or position does the author/creator 
represent? 

• How does the point of view or position shape the source? 

(from the Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness, 
UBC)



For example…

How might these two different sources 
(a cartoon 1854 cartoon from Punch and 
a letter from Charlotte Bronte) contribute 
to our understanding of the social 
position of single women in the 
nineteenth century?



How do disciplinary conventions change over time?  For 
example, in what ways might a historiography from 1911 
differ from one written in 1948 or 1998?  And how might 
all three differ from historiographies written in 2019?







Rhetorical Decision Making

• Analyze the rhetorical situation. 

• Discover the best available means of 
communication. 

• Make choices about audience, purpose, 
genre, language, structure, etc.



Erika Lindemann,  
author of A Rhetoric for 

Writing Teachers

“When we practice rhetoric, we 
make decisions about our subject, 

audience, point of view, purpose, and 
message. We select our best 

evidence, the best order in which to 
present our ideas, and the best 

resources of language to express 
them” (40-41).



Reading Like a Writer

“To read rhetorically […] is to read 
with attention to how your purposes 
for reading may or may not match an 
author’s purposes for writing and to 
recognize the methods that authors 
use to try to accomplish those 
purposes” (Bean, Chappell, and 
Gillam 2).



Considering  
the Rhetorical Situation



National Museum of American History, Mary Lincoln’s Dress 



• “It is imperative that I should do something for my relief, 
and I want you to meet me in New York, between the 
30th of August and the 5th of September next, to assist 
me in disposing of a portion of my wardrobe.”—Letter 
from Mary Todd Lincoln to Elizabeth Keckley 

• “I was confident that she would never wear the dresses 
again, and thought that, since her need was urgent, it 
would be well enough to dispose of them quietly, and 
believed that New York was the best place to transact a 
delicate business of the kind. She was the wife of 
Abraham Lincoln, the man who had done so much for 
my race, and I could refuse to do nothing for her, 
calculated to advance her interests.”—Excerpt from 
Elizabeth Keckley’s memoir Behind the Scenes



"Now, about the meeting in Cooper Institute; I hold that that 
meeting should only be held in concert with other movements. It is 

bad generalship to put into the field only a fraction of your army 
when you have no means to prevent their being cut to pieces.” 

                                                            —Frederick Douglass



POTTSVILLE, Oct. 29, 1867. 

MY DEAR MRS. KECKLEY:—You know the drift of my views concerning the 
subscription for Mrs. Lincoln. Yet I wish to place them more distinctly before 
you, so that, if you have occasion to refer to me in connection with the matter, 
you can do so with accuracy and certainty. 

It is due Mrs. Lincoln that she should be indemnified, as far as money can do 
so, for the loss of her beloved husband. Honor, gratitude, and a manly 
sympathy, all say yes to this. I am willing to go farther than this, and say that 
Mrs. Lincoln herself should be the judge of the amount which shall be deemed 
sufficient, believing that she would not transcend reasonable limits. The 
obligation resting on the nation at large is great and increasing, but especially 
does it become colored men to recognize that obligation. It was the hand of 
Abraham Lincoln that broke the fetters of our enslaved people, and let them out 
of the house of bondage. When he was slain, our great benefactor fell, and left 
his wife and children to the care of those for whom he gave up all. Shame on 
the man or woman who, under such circumstances, would grudge a few paltry 
dollars, to smooth the pathway of such a widow! All this, and more, I feel and 
believe. But such is the condition of this question, owing to party feeling, 
and personal animosities now mixed up with it, that we are compelled to 
consider these in the effort we are making to obtain subscriptions… 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.



Considering the Rhetorical 
Situation

• What does Douglass say about the rhetorical 
situation? Consider audience, purpose, genre, 
occasion, and exigence. 

• Who is Douglass in this situation? 

• What challenges does this situation present? 

• What is significant about the venue?



Planning Questions

• What is the speech about? 

• Why is the speech needed? 

• What is the speech trying to 
accomplish?

















“The Troubling Ethics of Fashion 
in the Age of Climate Change”



Writing rhetorically is writing with 
authentic audiences, purposes, 

and contexts in mind.



Writing Like a Reader



Chapter 1 introduces Ruth as the intellect behind the 
cloth record and sets the stage of Colonial South 
Carolina, the place Ruth names as the scene of the 
crime. Chapter 2 confronts the devaluation of women 
like Rose in the records of American slavery and asks 
how we can recover the ignored and dispossessed. 
Chapter 3 ponders Rose’s act of packing and discovers 
how her deliberate movement and carefully selected 
items were a claim for motherly love and familial 
continuity. Chapter 4 examines the dress Rose packed, 
exploring the things enslaved women cherished and 
unveiling how they used personal objects like clothing to 
protect dignity and reinforce relational ties. Chapter 5 
explores the emotional world of the slave mother against 
the backdrop of the auction block, which hoisted 
Charleston and the South Carolina interior to heights of 
untoward luxury.



This means paying “attention to the needs of 
the author and the needs of the reader 
rather than the needs of the teacher—or the 
rules in the textbook” (4).

E. Shelley Reid,  
Composition Professor
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