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“How writing is conceptualized has consequences…”

NCTE



“Narrow definitions of and attitudes about writing and language too 
often perpetuate white, Eurocentric ideologies about what it means 
to write ‘well’ or ‘effectively’ (Chavez, 2021), upholding racist and 
linguistic barriers and inequities for students whose writing does 
not easily assimilate to dominant norms” (NCTE).



Frameworks for Making Composing Decisions
Rhetorical theory: reader-based

Expressivism: writer-based

Universal Design for Learning: learner-based

Prescriptivism: rule-based



Pathways to Expertise
Rhetorical theory: reader-based

Expressivism: writer-based

Universal Design for Learning: learner-based



Rhetorical Theory
Expressivism
Universal Design for Learning



Barriers to Expertise

Narrow definitions of and attitudes about writing

Eurocentric ideologies

Prescriptivism





Writing Prompt #1
Describe a time when one of your students became frustrated by a writing 
assignment. What were the barriers or constraints that frustrated your 
student? How did you know your student was frustrated? What did this 
look like?



Writing Prompt #2
Now describe a time when you personally experienced frustration as a 
student–or as a parent or guardian of a student–in response to narrow 
directions for a writing assignment. In what ways did the assignment 
constrain your (or your child’s) thinking or learning (e.g., creativity, choice, 
authenticity, relevance, engagement, autonomy, etc.)? How did you 
respond? What impact did this experience have on you?



Are we creating outcomes that we don’t actually want?

Dependent learners (Hammond)

Inequity

Polarization

Superficial thinking

Disciplinary silos

Cynicism

Despair



Knowing What To Do When

In How People Learn: Brain, Mind, Experience, and School, the National Research 
Council (NRC) explains that experts’ knowledge “reflects contexts of applicability: 
that is, the knowledge is ‘conditionalized’ on a set of circumstances” (31).



Developing Flexible Composing Processes
● Work email
● Research project
● Blog post
● On-demand essay
● Poem
● Short story
● Personal narrative
● Infographic
● Podcast script



Genre
work email
research paper
on-demand essay 
poem



Imaging an Audience



Audience
employer
friend
older relative 
teacher



Composition as Rhetorical Action
Rhetoric is concerned with the “inducement to action” (Burke & Aristotle)

Persuasion is achieved through identification (Burke 55)



Rhetorical Decision Making
● Analyze the rhetorical situation.
● Discover the best available means of communication.
● Make choices about audience, purpose, genre, language, structure, etc.



Houston Chronicle, 
July 23, 2022

Audience?
Purpose?
Occasion?
Genre?
Message?



Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation



National Museum of 
American History, 
Mary Lincoln’s Dress



MY DEAR MRS. KECKLEY:

It is due Mrs. Lincoln that she should be indemnified, as far as money can do so, for the loss of 
her beloved husband. Honor, gratitude, and a manly sympathy, all say yes to this. I am willing 
to go farther than this, and say that Mrs. Lincoln herself should be the judge of the amount 
which shall be deemed sufficient, believing that she would not transcend reasonable limits. 
The obligation resting on the nation at large is great and increasing, but especially does it 
become colored men to recognize that obligation. It was the hand of Abraham Lincoln that 
broke the fetters of our enslaved people, and let them out of the house of bondage. When he 
was slain, our great benefactor fell, and left his wife and children to the care of those for whom 
he gave up all. Shame on the man or woman who, under such circumstances, would grudge a 
few paltry dollars, to smooth the pathway of such a widow! All this, and more, I feel and 
believe. But such is the condition of this question, owing to party feeling, and personal 
animosities now mixed up with it, that we are compelled to consider these in the effort we 
are making to obtain subscriptions…

FREDERICK DOUGLASS.



Planning to Take Rhetorical Action
What is the speech about?

Why is the speech needed?

What is the speech trying to accomplish?



Double Decker Rhetorical Situations







Joining an Ongoing Conversation







Planning 
Tool for 
Rhetorical 
Action



Finding 
Common 
Ground



Making 
Choices 
About 
Audience 
and Genre



Mapping the Reader’s Experience



“An Egyptian Gathering: For Dummies”

Come through the garage

Greet each           and              every          person with a kiss 
on the cheek



A steamy kitchen, a buzzing living room, a drunk back patio, 
a bedroom full of spilled secrets

Nooks and crannies where the little ones are giggling







Anticipating Readers’ Needs





Protecting Students’ Agency



Feedback to Nurture & Protect Agency

Book titles are italicized in MLA style.

I'm not sure that these sentence fragments work for me as a reader. Have you 
experimented with other mechanics and sentence constructions?

You can separate these two complete thoughts with a period or a semicolon.

You can use a comma, colon, or em-dash to join this fragment to the preceding 
complete sentence.

I'm not sure that I see the use of allegory in this passage. Can you persuade me 
with more evidence?



Cultivating Rhetorical Expertise

“Another piece of evidence I found comes from an article by Robin Givhan.”

● What is the purpose and effect of this lead-in?
● Is this a reader-based move or a writer-based move?



Say, Mean, Matter, Do (Adapted from Sheridan Blau)





Practice Sentences for Rhetorical Analysis

1.The writer uses symbolism and imagery to create meaning.

2. Louisa Gradgrind is one of the main characters in the novel.

3. The next example I’d like to share is from Chapter Two.

5. A metaphor is a figurative comparison between two different things.

NOTE: Context needed!





The Road Ahead











The Journey Continues









Q & A
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